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TODAYôS AGENDA 
9:00 Welcome 

Å Frank Forsberg, Greater Twin Cities United Way 

Å Denise Mayotte, The Sheltering Arms Foundation 

Å Karen Kelley-Ariwoola, The Minneapolis Foundation, representing Start 
Early Funders Coalition 

 

9:15 Setting the Context of the State Budget  

Å Christina Wessel, Minnesota Budget Project 

  

9:30 2012 Legislative Session Preview  

Å Speaker of the House, Representative Kurt Zellers 

 

9:45 Minnesotaôs Childrenôs Cabinet Panel 

Å Commissioner Brenda Cassellius, Department of Education 

Å Commissioner Lucinda Jesson, Department of Human Services 

Å Commissioner Dr. Edward Ehlinger, Department of Health 

Å Karen Cadigan, Office of Early Learning (moderator)                 
Continued 
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TODAYôS AGENDA 
 

 

10:30 Emerging Collective Impact models 

Å Kent Pekel, University of Minnesota, Strive Initiative 

Å Angelique Kedem ï St. Paul Promise Neighborhood 

Å Sondra Samuels ï Minneapolis Promise Neighborhood, Northside 
Achievement Zone 

 

11:15 Youth Issues Advocacy Roundup 

Å Mary Neinow, Minnesota Futures Coalition 

Å Karen Kingsley, Youthprise 

Å Amy Crawford, Childrenôs Defense Fund 

Å Vallay Varro, MinnCAN 

 

11:45 Closing comments 
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OBJECTIVES 

1) Discuss issues affecting children and youth looking 

ahead to the 2012 legislative session 

 

2) Highlight Minnesotaôs innovative efforts to address key 

challenges and close the achievement gap  
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RESOURCES 

For more information visit: 

www.UnitedFrontMN.org  
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Sponsored by: 





CONTEXT OF THE STATE 

BUDGET 

 

 

   Christina Wessel 

   Minnesota Budget Project 
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LEGISLATIVE CONTEXT 

 

 

    Speaker of the House 

    Representative Kurt Zellers 
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CHILDRENôS CABINET 

Moderator: Karen Cadigan, Office of Early Learning  

 

Commissioner Brenda Cassellius, Department of Education 

 

Commissioner Lucinda Jesson, Department of Human 
Services 

 

Commissioner Dr. Edward Ehlinger, Department of Health 
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aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀΩǎ 9ŀǊƭȅ /ƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ {ȅǎǘŜƳ 
and the Race to the Top Award 

January 2012 







What difference will Race to the Top 
make for Minnesota children? 



FAMILIES 
 
 

More families 
have access to a 
range of quality 
early care and 
education options 
and to appropriate 
parent education  
 

 
 
 
 

EARLY  
CHILDHOOD  
PROGRAMS & 
PROVIDERS 

 
More schools are 
ready for young 
children 
 
More early care and 
education providers  
demonstrate high 
quality 
 
More providers are 
improving their 
training and  
career 
trajectory 
 
 
 

 
 

SYSTEM 

 

Better ability to 
report on status 
of children and 
families, and on 
the impact of 
public policies 

 

Less resources 
spent on 
educational and 
health 
intervention and 
remediation 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Imagine Minnesota 
in January 2016 
1/8/12 draft 

Office of Early Learning statewide goals based on 
.ǊƻƴŦŜƴōǊŜƴƴŜǊΩǎ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƳƻŘŜƭ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ 

CHILDREN 
 

More children 
are healthy and 
ready for school 

 
 



Race to the Top Overview  

ÅHigh quality accountable programs  

 

ÅPromoting early learning and development outcomes 
 

ÅA great early childhood workforce  

      

ÅMeasuring outcomes and progress 

 

ÅStatewide benefit, with deep impact in four 
communities: 

 LǘŀǎŎŀ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ aƛƴƴŜŀǇƻƭƛǎΩ bƻǊǘƘǎƛŘŜ !ŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ 
½ƻƴŜΣ {ǘΦ tŀǳƭΩǎ tǊƻƳƛǎŜ bŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘΣ ²ƘƛǘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘ 
Reservation,  



People, get ready. 
Race to the Top - next 90 days 

ÅLegislative Advisory Committee must approve 
the funds before they can be spent. 

ÅFinalize work scope and grant activities by end 
of March. 

ÅSetting up communication and internal 
operations and systems. 

ÅIf all goes as planned, scholarships and school 
incentives will begin to be available this fall 



άLǘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘ !ƳƻǎΣ Ψ[Ŝǘ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ Ǌƻƭƭ 
Řƻǿƴ ƭƛƪŜ ƳƛƎƘǘȅ ǿŀǘŜǊǎΩ Χ 

 



Χ ŀƴŘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ 
ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƛǊǊƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦέ 

William Sloane Coffin  

Social activist and clergyman  



CHILDRENôS CABINET 

Moderator: Karen Cadigan, Office of Early Learning  

 

Commissioner Brenda Cassellius, Department of Education 

 

Commissioner Lucinda Jesson, Department of Human 
Services 

 

Commissioner Dr. Edward Ehlinger, Department of Health 
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EMERGING COLLECTIVE 

IMPACT MODELS 

Kent Pekel, University of Minnesota  

 

Angelique Kedem, Saint Paul Promise Neighborhood 

 

Sondra Samuels, Northside Achievement Zone 
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Collective Impact and Closing the Gap 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Examining the Idea of an Early Childhood-to-Early Career 
Educational Partnership in the Twin Cities 

 

 
 





Questionable Coherence: 



So why does coherence matter? 



Coherence matters both  
vertically and horizontally  



Why Vertical Coherence Matters  

Source:  James Heckman and Flavio Cunha, Investing in Our Young People, 2006  


