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VI. SELECTION CRITERIA 
Selection criteria are the focal point of the application and peer review.  A panel of peer 
reviewers will evaluate the applications based on the extent to which the selection criteria are 
addressed. 

Core Areas -- Sections (A) and (B) 

States must address in their application all of the selection criteria in the Core Areas.   

A.  Successful State Systems  

(A)(1) Demonstrating past commitment to early learning and development. (20 points)  

The extent to which the State has demonstrated past commitment to and investment in 
high-quality, accessible Early Learning and Development Programs and services for Children 
with High Needs, as evidenced by the State’s— 

(a)  Financial investment, from January 2007 to the present, in Early Learning and 
Development Programs, including the amount of these investments in relation to the size of the 
State’s population of Children with High Needs during this time period; 

(b)  Increasing, from January 2007 to the present, the number of Children with High Needs 
participating in Early Learning and Development Programs; 

(c)  Existing early learning and development legislation, policies, or practices; and  

(d)  Current status in key areas that form the building blocks for a high quality early learning 
and development system, including Early Learning and Development Standards, Comprehensive 
Assessment Systems, health promotion practices, family engagement strategies, the development 
of Early Childhood Educators, Kindergarten Entry Assessments, and effective data practices. 

  
In the text box below, the State shall write its full response to this selection criterion. The State 
shall include the evidence listed below and describe in its narrative how each piece of evidence 
demonstrates the State’s success in meeting the criterion; the State may also include any 
additional information it believes will be helpful to peer reviewers.  If the State has included 
relevant attachments in the Appendix, these should be described in the narrative below and 
clearly cross-referenced to allow the reviewers to locate them easily.  
 
Evidence for (A)(1):   
• The completed background data tables providing the State’s baseline data for-- 

o The number and percentage of children from Low-Income families in the State, by age 
(see Table (A)(1)-1); 

o The number and percentage of Children with High Needs from special populations in the 
State (see Table (A)(1)-2); and  

o The number of Children with High Needs in the State who are enrolled in Early Learning 
and Development Programs, by age (see Table (A)(1)-3). 
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• Data currently available, if any, on the status of children at kindergarten entry (across Essential 
Domains of School Readiness, if available), including data on the readiness gap between 
Children with High Needs and their peers.  

• Data currently available, if any, on program quality across different types of Early Learning 
and Development Programs. 
• The completed table that shows the number of Children with High Needs participating in 

each type of Early Learning and Development Program for each of the past 5 years (2007-
2011) (see Table (A)(1)-4). 

• The completed table that shows the number of Children with High Needs participating in 
each type of Early Learning and Development Program for each of the past 5 years (2007-
2011) (see Table (A)(1)-5). 

• The completed table that describes the current status of the State’s Early Learning and 
Development Standards for each of the Essential Domains of School Readiness, by age group 
of infants, toddlers, and preschoolers (see Table (A)(1)-6). 

• The completed table that describes the elements of a Comprehensive Assessment System 
currently required within the State by different types of Early Learning and Development 
Programs or systems (see Table (A)(1)-7). 

• The completed table that describes the elements of high-quality health promotion practices 
currently required within the State by different types of Early Learning and Development 
Programs or systems (see Table (A)(1)-8). 

• The completed table that describes the elements of a high-quality family engagement strategy 
currently required within the State by different types of Early Learning and Development 
Programs or systems (see Table (A)(1)-9). 

• The completed table that describes all early learning and development workforce credentials 
currently available in the State, including whether credentials are aligned with a State 
Workforce Knowledge and Competency Framework and the number and percentage of Early 
Childhood Educators who have each type of credential (see Table (A)(1)-10). 

• The completed table that describes the current status of postsecondary institutions and other 
professional development providers in the State that issue credentials or degrees to Early 
Childhood Educators (see Table (A)(1)-11). 

• The completed table that describes the current status of the State’s Kindergarten Entry 
Assessment (see Table (A)(1)-12). 

• The completed table that describes all early learning and development data systems currently 
used in the State (see Table (A)(1)-13). 
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