
Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge Application  8/22/2011 

   84 

 

B.  High-Quality, Accountable Programs 
 
(B)(1) Developing and adopting a common, statewide Tiered Quality Rating and Improvement 
System. (10 points) 

The extent to which the State and its Participating State Agencies have developed and 
adopted, or have a High-Quality Plan to develop and adopt, a Tiered Quality Rating and 
Improvement System that-- 

(a)  Is based on a statewide set of tiered Program Standards that include-- 

(1)  Early Learning and Development Standards; 

(2)  A Comprehensive Assessment System; 

(3)  Early Childhood Educator qualifications; 

(4)  Family engagement strategies; 

(5)  Health promotion practices; and 

(6)  Effective data practices;  

(b)  Is clear and has standards that are measurable, meaningfully differentiate program 
quality levels, and reflect high expectations of program excellence commensurate with nationally 
recognized standards14 that lead to improved learning outcomes for children; and 

(c)  Is linked to the State licensing system for Early Learning and Development 
Programs. 

In the text box below, the State shall write its full response to this selection criterion. The State 
shall include the evidence listed below and describe in its narrative how each piece of evidence 
demonstrates the State’s success in meeting the criterion; the State may also include any 
additional information it believes will be helpful to peer reviewers.  If the State has included 
relevant attachments in the Appendix, these should be described in the narrative below and 
clearly cross-referenced to allow the reviewers to locate them easily.  
 
In scoring the selection criterion, peer reviewers will determine, based on the evidence the State 
submits, whether each element of the selection criterion is implemented or planned; the quality 
of the implementation or plan (see the definition of a High-Quality Plan for the components 
reviewers will be judging); the extent to which the different types of Early Learning and 
Development Programs in the State are included and addressed; and the extent to which the 
unique needs of the State’s special populations of Children with High Needs are considered and 
addressed.  The State is responsible for providing clear and detailed information to assist the 
peer reviewers in making these determinations.   

Evidence for (B)(1): 
• The completed table that lists each set of existing Program Standards currently used in 

the State and the elements that are included in those Program Standards (Early Learning 
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and Development Standards, Comprehensive Assessment Systems, Qualified Workforce, 
Family Engagement, Health Promotion, Effective Data Practices, and Other),   (see Table 
(B)(1)-1).  

• To the extent the State has developed and adopted a Tiered Quality Rating and 
Improvement System based on a common set of tiered Program Standards that meet the 
elements in criterion (B)(1)(a), submit-- 

o A copy of the tiered Program Standards; 
o Documentation that the Program Standards address all areas outlined in the 

definition of Program Standards, demonstrate high expectations of program 
excellence commensurate with nationally recognized standards, and are linked to 
the States licensing system; 

o Documentation of how the tiers meaningfully differentiate levels of quality. 
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