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Focused Investment Areas -- Sections (C), (D), and (E) 

The State must address in its application-- 
(1)  Two or more of the selection criteria in Focused Investment Area (C);  
(2)  One or more of the selection criteria in Focused Investment Area (D); and  
(3)  One or more of the selection criteria in Focused Investment Area (E). 

The total available points for each Focused Investment Area will be divided by the number of 
selection criteria that the applicant chooses to address in that area, so that each selection 
criterion is worth the same number of points.  
 

C. Promoting Early Learning and Development Outcomes for Children 
 
Note: The total available points for (C)(1) through (C)(4) = 60. The 60 available points will be 
divided by the number of selection criteria that the applicant chooses to address so that each 
selection criterion is worth the same number of points. For example, if the applicant chooses to 
address all four selection criteria in the Focused Investment Area, each criterion will be worth 
up to 15 points. 
 
The applicant must address two or more selection criteria within Focused Investment Area (C). 
 
(C)(1) Developing and using statewide, high-quality Early Learning and Development Standards.  

The extent to which the State has a High-Quality Plan to put in place high-quality Early 
Learning and Development Standards that are used statewide by Early Learning and 
Development Programs and that-- 

(a)  Includes evidence that the Early Learning and Development Standards are 
developmentally, culturally, and linguistically appropriate across each age group of infants, 
toddlers, and preschoolers, and that they cover all Essential Domains of School Readiness;  

(b)  Includes evidence that the Early Learning and Development Standards are aligned 
with the State’s K-3 academic standards in, at a minimum, early literacy and mathematics; 

(c)  Includes evidence that the Early Learning and Development Standards are 
incorporated in Program Standards, curricula and activities, Comprehensive Assessment 
Systems, the State’s Workforce Knowledge and Competency Framework, and professional 
development activities; and 

(d)  The State has supports in place to promote understanding of and commitment to the 
Early Learning and Development Standards across Early Learning and Development Programs. 

If the State chooses to respond to this selection criterion, the State shall write its full response in 
the text box below. The State shall include the evidence listed below and describe in its narrative 
how each piece of evidence demonstrates the State’s success in meeting the criterion; the State 
may also include any additional information it believes will be helpful to peer reviewers.  If the 
State has included relevant attachments in the Appendix, these should be described in the 
narrative below and clearly cross-referenced to allow the reviewers to locate them easily.  
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In scoring the selection criterion, peer reviewers will determine, based on the evidence the State 
submits, whether each element of the selection criterion is implemented or planned; the quality 
of the implementation or plan (see the definition of a High-Quality Plan for the components 
reviewers will be judging); the extent to which the different types of Early Learning and 
Development Programs in the State are included and addressed; and the extent to which the 
unique needs of the State’s special populations of Children with High Needs are considered and 
addressed.  The State is responsible for providing clear and detailed information to assist the 
peer reviewers in making these determinations.   
 
Evidence for (C)(1)(a) and (b): 

• To the extent the State has implemented Early Learning and Development Standards that 
meet any of the elements in criteria (C)(1)(a) and (b), submit-- 

o Proof of use by the types of Early Learning and Development Programs in the 
State; 

o The State’s Early Learning and Development Standards for:  
- Infants and toddlers 
- Preschoolers 

o Documentation that the standards are developmentally, linguistically and 
culturally appropriate for all children, including children with disabilities and 
developmental delays and English Learners; 

o Documentation that the standards address all Essential Domains of School 
Readiness and that they are of high-quality; 

o Documentation of the alignment between the State’s Early Learning and 
Development Standards and the State’s K-3 standards; and 

 


	Minnesota ELC Federal Application COMPLETE_Part145
	Minnesota ELC Federal Application COMPLETE_Part146



